LPA Meeting March 11, 2011

Attendants:

Co Presidents: Hillary Baker and Michelle Stewart

Secretary: Paige Bertocci

School Committee Members: Sarah Girotti and Chris Nixon

Principal: Chris Kelley

Jacqui Curtin, Fritzie Nace, Chloe Durant, Sheila Rudolph-Correia, Susan Rozmanith, Laurie Cerveny, Yelena Suirkin, Dana Diamond, Kara Driscoll, Ruth, Deborah DePeter, Jeanne Alba, Denise Fiorentino, Ann MacDonald, Jennifer Fleming, Kathleen Costello, Heather Kelley

I. Welcome: Hillary Baker

a. Motion made and minutes approved

b. Introduction made to school committee members

i. Sarah Girotti

ii. Chris Nixon

II. Principal’s Corner:  Chris Kelley

a. Busy time of year

i. Highlights

1. basketball game was a busy night and lots of fun

a. Thanks to Hillary Baker, Denise Miller and Jen Foundas

2. Reading incentive program

a. Oscars were a big hit

b. Book Fair was a success

c. Red Carpet Reading event was a big success
i. Ice cream, crafts and guests readers were a hit

ii. Annual event with a secret theme for 2012

b. MCAS

i. Materials are at Lynch

ii. Dates will be posted in Newsletter

iii. Writing portion is developing nicely

iv. Betsy D. is organizing a schedule for tests

v. Enrichment will start after tests

c. Drop Off/Pick up

i. Being addressed at School Council meetings

ii. Looking to develop a committee on parking issues and safety

1. busses

a. two neighborhood busses and two Special Education busses

b. only adult on neighborhood bus is driver

c. monitor is on Special Education Bus

d. busses are tuition based

e. school committee is looking at bus issues

i. discussion are in early stages

ii. “walking busses are being looked at

iii. riding bikes to school continues to be a safety issue

III. School Committee Update: Chris Nixon

a. Start of school for 2011/2012 year is in late August

i. Policy about starting school before Labor Day is written for long term planning
ii. School year can not continue after June 30th
b. Life Threatening Allergies

i. District has a policy that is being reviewed

ii. Taking higher altitude at developing and implementing policy

iii. Looking at statewide regulations and feedback

c. Redistricting

i. Suggestions are being drafted

ii. Parent representation is important

iii. Updates will be posted on line

iv. Shift in population on the Lynch/ Ambrose line and Lynch/ Moraco line

v. This redistricting will have a greater impact on Winchester as a whole

d. March 29 Override

i. Operating Override

ii. If it passes Winchester will increase Staff and budget

iii. If it does not pass $190,000 will be cut from overall budget

IV. Committee Reports: Michelle Stewart

a. Library

i. Book Fair was success

1. $2,100 will go directly to library

2. $1,400 worth of free books

ii. Volunteers needed for K, 1st, 2nd and 3rd grades

b. Pancake Breakfast

i. Saturday April 30th
ii. Help needed to run event

c. Field Day
i. June 10 Rain date June 13th
ii. Kevyn Fusco has organized event for years

iii. Looking for someone to shadow her to take on event in future

iv. BBQ organized by Costellos and Krayers

d. Volunteer Fair

i. March 16th, 17th and 18th from 11:45 to 2:45

ii. Discover and sign up for open LPA positions

e. Preschool

i. Openings for afternoon and full day

V. KidsView Magazine: Shelia Rudolph-Correira

a. Received $1,000 in grant for publication from the Arts Council

b. $1,000 still needed

c. Looking at advertisement to cover costs

d. Motion made and accepted for LPA funds to cover costs if needed

VI. Calendar of Events: Hilary Baker

a. Party of the Arts is looking for Volunteer to run a party on 3/26/11

b. Parent to Parent Coffee with the Superintendent at McCall on Monday March 14 in the library

c. Dates for MCAS will be posted online

d. March 22nd at 4:00 ticket portion of tickets sales for Sleeping Beauty will go towards Team Milan

e. Dedication to Faye for  picnic table will be take in Spring after installation

